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The tool below lists some questions you should get your student to answer when they are 
planning to write a paper. Give them these questions, get them to make some notes under each 
heading and discuss at your next meeting.

Questions to ask as you write a paper

What are your three most important take-home 
messages of this paper?

Why is your paper different? 
What’s unique about this piece of research?

What does your research add? 
How do you build on existing research?

What evidence do you have?
How robust is your evidence?

What are the strengths of your work?

What are the limitations of your work?

Finding a suitable journal

Your PhD student will probably have no idea 
about which journals are most suited to the 
potential paper. You can help by nominating 
three or four possible journals based on your 
experience. Then get them to do some research 
on these journals. For example, they could:

•	 Skim through a few articles in each journal to 
get a sense of the content, the level and style.

•	 Read each journal’s instructions to authors. 

•	 Check out impact factors, rejection/
acceptance rates, time to publication.

At your next meeting, go through this 
homework with the student, discuss the 
options and jointly decide on the most 
appropriate journal.
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